
JYI:    Lessons Learned,
Plans Made



Fall 2017 – Spring 18: three sections

 All transfer students

 Fall 2017: 11 students “Beer”

 Spring 2018: 10 students “Migration”

 CE, Spring 2018 (all-online): 3 students “Beer”



Fall 2018: nine sections

 Paired:

 Poison

 Solo sections:

 Migration  Voyages

 Propaganda  Superheroes

 Humanism  The Good Life

 Artificial Intelligence, Big Data



Description (from Gen Ed curriculum)

 This course emphasizes the integration of ideas and knowledge in Liberal Arts 
disciplines and is the culminating experience in the General Education curriculum 
at Curry College. A thematic approach using readings, discussions, and 
examinations of work included in the Portfolio, the course provides students with 
an in-depth, personal understanding of the many sensible if sometimes subtle 
connections among liberal arts disciplines, the value of a Liberal Arts education, 
and ways to integrate Liberal Arts learning further into their studies. 



Learning Outcomes (from Gen Ed curriculum)

 Articulate connections from Gen Ed courses 

 Integrate information and perspectives to analyze material using several 
disciplines

 Evaluate their learning process in a Portfolio 

 Evaluate information and sources critically

 Connect liberal arts, in an integrated analysis of an issue 



Basic course design and requirements (Fall)

 Several weeks of introductory material (by me)

 Examination of each “Breadth” area in turn:

 Student group presentation

 Visiting professor

 Reflective essay — method and perspective of this area

 Integrative research project:

 Interdisciplinary

 Either traditional paper, or class presentation



Basic course design and requirements (Spring)

 Shorter introductory material (by me)

 Examination of each “Breadth” area in turn:

 Student group presentation

 Visiting professor

 Me (another article, further reflection, wrap-up)

 Reflective essay — method and perspective of this area

 Integrative research project:

 Interdisciplinary

 Either traditional paper, or class presentation



Outcomes



Background of students (previous coursework)

 Natural science — very little in Fall, a bit more in Spring

 Arts — little

 Humanities — more

 Social science — most



Articles chosen by students (sample)

 Beer

 Genetic Dissection of Ethanol Tolerance 

in the Budding Yeast Saccharomyces cerevisiae

 A Social-Attributional Analysis of Alcohol Response

 Men and Women, Alcohol and Aggression

 Migration

 Is There a Right to Have Rights? The Case of the Right of Asylum

 The Psychosocial Impact of Detention and Deportation 

on U.S. Migrant Children and Families



Reflective essays



Reflective essays
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Reflective essays:
Disappointing in Fall Improved in Spring
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Final projects (sample titles)

 Beer:

 Alcohol and Student Athletes

 Drinking and Driving

 History of Sam Adams:  Marketing Marvel

 “Final Project”

 Migration:

 The Border Wall and Illegal Drugs

 Elephant Existence

 Migration of Diseases

 Syrian Refugee Crisis



Final papers vs. final presentations:
Fall Spring
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Discussion



Question

 What do these initial results tell us about our Gen Ed program?



Question

 What additional data should be collected in JYI to support assessment?



Question

 What pedagogy supports interdisciplinary, inquiry-based learning?


